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Supplementary Notes for Chapter 5

A1l: Einstein’s tensor in the weak field approximation

A1.1: The linearised Riemann Christoffel tensor

In Minkowski spacetime the Christoffel symbols are all identically zero. This reduces the Riemann

Christoffel tensor to
Rapys = Jau RZ’WS - QWFZM - gaﬂrgvﬁ

Substituting for the Christoffel symbols in terms of the metric and its derivatives

g’ gh’
Rapys = Jan =5 (9op.sy + 9ob,0y = 985.07) = Jan =5 (906,46 + 9o,65 — 96+.00)

This reduces to

1
Rapys = i(ga&ﬂv + 96v,06 — Yor,85 — 9B5,07)

If gop = Nap + hap then

1
Rapys = 5(haspy + hpyas = hay,ps — hgsar)

A1.2: The linearised Ricci tensor and curvature scalar

Contracting the Riemann Christoffel tensor it then follows that

Ry, = RS, =T9,, —T¢

puov pv,o po,v

To first order this reduces to

1
R;U/ = Enga(hau,ua + h,ua,au - h/ux,oaa - hoaa,uu)



Since the partial derivatives of n°® are zero, we can write this as

1 oo T o o
Ryz/ — 5 |:(77 hal’),ua + (7’] hlw')pa/ -7 h'u,z/,ap- - (77 haa)7ul/:|

which further reduces to

R = 5 [(08) 10+ (15) 1 = Pusia® = ]

Thus the curvature scalar R is given by

1
R = naﬂRaﬁ = 57](16 [(h%),ag + (hg),ﬁa — hapo” — h@éﬁ]

A1.3: The linearised Einstein tensor

Combining our results for the Ricci tensor and curvature scalar we find

1 o « «
G/“’ = 5 |:(hl/)“uo + (h,u)’ya - h‘l‘”aoé7 B hvﬂ”}
1
_177#” 77065 [(hg),aa + (hg)ﬂa - ho‘:&""o’ - h,a,@]

To see that this expression reduces to equation 5.29 it is easiest to work backwards from that equation.

We have, from equation 5.29

"70“7 hua,yo + 77&0 hua,,ua - 770[(7 h,LLl/,OéO' - h,,uzz - 77#1/770[777&7 haﬁ,'ya + 77#1/7750[ h,ﬁa}

(U‘whua)w + (Uaghua),;w = Pyo™” = B = Ny’ (nﬁahaﬁ> o + nwjnaﬂh’aﬁ]

_(hg)#g + (hZ),ua — o = Py = 0™ (1) 6 + n“”naﬁh’aﬁ}

N = N =N =N -

The first four bracketed terms match the first four terms in the expression for the Einstein tensor
given above. If we now consider the remaining four terms in the above expression for the Einstein

tensor, then since n®? = n*
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7177,&1/77&5 [(hﬁ)7ao. + ( Oé)”@o'] = 7577#«1/770[/8 (ha)ﬂa
Also
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Thus, apart from some permutation of repeated indices, we see that the remaining four terms of our

expression for the Einstein tensor match exactly the final two terms of equation 5.29. This establishes

that equation 5.29 is indeed the correct expression for G, .

A1.4: Linearised Einstein tensor in barred form

Equation 5.31 is also easiest to establish in reverse — i.e. we start with equation 5.31 and show that

its terms can be rewritten in a manner that reduces to equation 5.29. Consider in turn each of the

four bracketed terms on the right hand side of equation 5.31.
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Hence we can write equation 5.31 as
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Comparing with our expression for G/, we see that — after changing some repeated indices and using
the fact that the Minkowski metric is symmetric — the above expression is identical. This establishes

that equation 5.31 is indeed the correct expression for the G, in terms of Euv-

A2: The Lorentz Gauge Condition

First we show that, if E“aﬁa = 0, the final three terms on the right hand side of equation 5.31 vanish.

Consider the bracketed terms in turn
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So we see that the final three terms do indeed equal zero provided Eua,a =0.



Finally we establish the equation which must be solved in order that the Lorentz gauge condition

Eua@ =0 is satisfied.

Suppose we begin with arbitrary metric perturbation components h,(fyld) # 0. We define

hl(j’L';G) = h//(JLOVld) - g/.l,,l/ - é.IJ“LL

where the components £ are to be determined. We can also define

—(LG 1 o G
h/(u/ ) _ hLL;G) _ 5%177 ﬁhgb)

= Y G~ G~ g 17 (MY — bap — Eaa)]
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= hffyld) - in/wh(dd) - gu,u - gu,u + N naﬁ 504,[3
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So we can ensure that h v = 0 provided we can find gauge components & satisfying

82
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We can always solve this equation for well-behaved metrics using standard methods for finding par-

ticular solutions of second order partial differential equations.



