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Overview

Scotland has a strong record of public engagement in 
astronomy, including close collaboration between the 
amateur and professional communities.

In 2009 a pan-Scotland project called the Scottish Solar 
System coordinated more than 50 public and schools 
astronomy outreach events across the country. The 
project ran in partnership with the Dark Sky Scotland
programme, with funding from the Scottish Executive.



Creating the Scottish Solar System
In Autumn 2009 we created a (remarkably accurate) 
scale model of the Solar System – with Glasgow 
Science Centre as the Sun and with correctly-scaled 
objects representing planets, moons and asteroids 
displayed throughout the country.

We believe our Scottish Solar System model is the 
largest ever created!

Below we highlight some of our Scottish Solar System 
events, or visit our website to find out more….



http://www.scottishsolarsystem.org.uk
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IYA2009 Events
The project was led by Glasgow University and Glasgow 
Science Centre and featured events hosted by 14 
Astronomy clubs and societies and 6 regional education 
authorities.  Events included:

• Public lectures and workshops
• “Island Universe” outreach tour of the Western Isles
• Dark sky observing sessions throughout Scotland
• Schools Science Fair projects throughout Scotland
• A ‘sleepover’ event for “100hrs of Astronomy”
• Joint Scotland-Australia lunar observing



Glasgow Science Centre (aka the Sun)



Some Enthusiastic “Earthlings” in East Kilbride, Oct 21st 2009



Saturn comes to Inverness

On Saturday Oct 17th 2009 the Highland Astronomical Society projected a 
correctly scaled image of the planet Saturn onto the Eastgate Shopping 
Centre in Inverness.  On the same scale Saturn’s newly discovered E-ring 
would approximately span the entire city of Inverness.  



Caithness scouts creating Uranus.  Thurso High School, Oct 30th 2009 



The Knab, near Lerwick (Shetland), in the cold outer reaches of the 
(Scottish) Solar System



Public lecture at Ayrshire Astronomical Society, aka the CD-sized asteroid Ceres



Olivia Johnston-Love’s model of Vesta, on display at the Stirling Highland Hotel



Dark sky observing and rocket building in Caithness (aka Uranus)



Debunking the “Waving Flag” Moon Hoax conspiracy theories.
South Lanarkshire school science fairs: April – June 2009.





School pupils in Perth, Scotland who simultaneously 
observed the Full Moon, along with pupils in Perth, 
WA, on Nov 30th / Dec 1st 2009.

These observations revealed a small parallax shift, 
from which the Moon’s distance could be estimated.



The Moon as seen from Perth, Scotland
6pm local time, on 30th November 2009
(simulated view)

Angle between the Moon’s centre and Electra = 11.25 degrees

Electra

The Moon as seen from Perth, Western Australia
2am local time, on 1st December 2009
(simulated view)

Angle between the Moon’s centre and Electra = 12 degrees

Electra

Illustration of the lunar parallax shift observed 
between Scotland and Australia.

Naked-eye estimates of the parallax angle yielded a 
lunar distance in the range 280,000km to 570,000km!



An example of our feedback, from the SIGMA 
(Moray’s Astronomy Club) Family Fun Day on 

October 25th 2009, in Gordonstoun (aka Chiron).
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